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1. Introduction 

Background 

1.1 West Chiltington Parish is preparing a Neighbourhood Plan which will include a 
policy designating areas of Local Green Space which are valued by the community. 

2. Policy context 

What are Local Green Spaces? 

2.1 Local Green Space designation is a way to provide special protection for green 
areas of particular importance to local communities. The National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) published in 2012 (and revised in 2018) introduced the concept of 
local green space (LGS) designation.  

National Planning Policy Framework 

2.2 Paragraph 99 of the revised NPPF says that local communities should be able to 
identify green spaces of particular importance to them through local and neighbourhood 
plans. These designations would rule out development other than in very special 
circumstances and should therefore be consistent with the local planning of sustainable 
development, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period. 

2.3 Paragraph 100 recognises that the LGS designation would not be appropriate for 
most green areas. It sets out the following criteria for designation of LGS sites: 

• Is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves  

• Is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 
significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational 
value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife 

• Is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land 

2.4 Paragraph 101 of the NPPF states that local policy for managing development 
within a Local Green Space should be consistent with policy for Green Belts. 

Horsham District Development Plan  

2.5 The Horsham District Planning Framework was adopted in November 2015 and 
includes strategic policies and a number of allocations. The PPG4 advises that a draft 
Neighbourhood Plan must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the 
development plan in force if it is to meet basic condition (e). Although a draft 
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Neighbourhood Plan or Order is not tested against the policies in an emerging Local 
Plan, the reasoning and evidence informing the Local Plan process is likely to be relevant 
to the consideration of the basic conditions against which a neighbourhood plan is 
tested. Therefore the West Chiltington NDP, including its LGS designations, should have 
due regard to relevant policies and evidence supporting the Horsham District 
Development Plan. 

2.6  A Sports, Open Space and Recreation Assessment5 was commissioned by 
Horsham District Council and this forms part of the Local Development Framework 
evidence base. This document provides a quantitative and qualitative assessment of 
various types of open space, sports and recreation facilities. 

3. Methodolgy 

3.1 A number of sites were put forward by residents following the open events and 
surveys. Some were rejected.  

3.2 Each site was assessed against the criteria set out in paragraph 100 of the NPPF. 
The criteria are noted below each site. 

1. Close Proximity is interpreted as being within walking distance of the 
community to serves. 

2. Local in character is interpreted as meaning an area that is contained within 
clearly defined physical boundaries and occupies only a very small fraction of 
the total Neighbourhood Plan area.  

3. Beauty is clearly a very subjective concept but we have used the normal 
meaning of the word i.e. a combination of qualities such as shape, colour or 
form, that pleases the aesthetic senses, especially the sight (Oxford 
Dictionaries). 

4. Historic significance – consideration is given to how the proposed LGS holds 
particular local significance with regard to the history of the community or 
settlement e.g. historic village events, historic buildings, structure or 
landscape features present on site with a particular connection to the local 
community. 

5. Recreational value – the evidence and findings within the Horsham Sports, 
Open Space and Recreation study and observations of how the site is used for 
recreation e.g. playing sport, informal recreation, children’s play etc. 

6. Tranquillity is considered to be a state of calm and is associated with a feeling 
of peace; a state of mind that promotes mental wellbeing. It is a perceptual 
quality of the landscape, and is influenced by things that people can both see 
and hear around them.  

7. Wildlife is considered by how the proposed LGS holds particular local 
significance for the management of wildlife. Information taken from the Sussex 
Biodiversity Records Office Table Top study was used in the assessment.  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4 Site Assessments 

a.	 Monkmead Wood 

Monkmead Wood is owned and managed as a public open space by Horsham District 

Council. It is located along the valley of the River Chilt, a tributary of the river Arun. This 

wooded area lies partly within the Hurston Warren SSSI. It contains an area of wet 

heathland where cross leaved heather and insectivorous plants thrive and is home to a 

number of important fungi and invertebrates and the animals and birds which feed upon 

them. It also has an area of dry heathland containing heathers and gorse, grasses, 

heathland plants and trees along with bare ground which provides perfect habitat for 

wood ants, butterflies and basking reptiles. In the UK there is now only approximately 

16% of such habitat remaining. Part of the site is recorded as deciduous woodland by 

Natural England. 

The site is in regular use by walkers, bird watchers and biologists. 

16.72ha of which part is designated SSSI  

NPPF assessment 

Close 
proximity

Yes. The site is easily accessible by residents in W Chiltington Common. 
There is a public car park with an information board at the entrance.

Local in 
character 

Clearly defined area occupying 16.72ha.

Recreation 
value

Used by local people for dog walking, hiking, children’s play.

Tranquility As well as providing environmental and biodiversity benefits, woods and 
trees help reduce the negative impacts of our changing climate, support 
economic growth, promote healthy lifestyles and help to alleviate a 
range of debilitating illnesses (source: The Woodlands Trust). These 
woods provide a tranquil green space for the community. The River Chilt 
runs through part of the wood and provides a calm damp area.

Wildlife As can be evidenced in the Green Infrastructure and Services Report the 
area is a haven for wildlife. Part of the site is within a SSSI

Conclusion Designate as LGS
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Map of the proposed LGS  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Monkmead Wood



The River Chilt running through Monkmead Woods 
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b.	 West Chiltington Primary School Playground 

School playing field primarily for school usage as part of its sport and health awareness 

and activity programmes. The field is bounded on two sides by mature hedges and trees 

and is a focus for village gatherings connected with the school. This field is owned by 

WSCC. 

0.33ha  

NPPF assessment 1,2,5 

Close 
proximity

Yes. The site is easily accessible by residents in W Chiltington Village and 
by the whole village by car.

Local in 
character 

Clearly defined area occupying 0.33ha. Abuts the Conservation Area.

Recreation 
value

Used by the school as part of its health and fitness programme but also 
by residents for village gatherings connected with the school.

Wildlife Even in this ‘noisy’ environment the Biodiversity Report records 
butterflies, invertebrates and beetles.

Conclusion Designate as LGS
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Map of the proposed LGS 

�9



c. 	 St Mary’s Church Graveyard and Church Meadow

Graveyard to the Parish Church and land used as overspill for Church and Parish events.  

0.80ha  

NPPF assessment 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 

1842 land map extract 

Close 
proximity

Yes. The site is easily accessible by residents in W Chiltington Village. 
There is a car park and church hall next to the land. 

Local in 
character 

Clearly defined area occupying 0.80ha. A Public Right of Way dissects 
the land.

Historic 
Significance

The land lies within the West Chiltington Conservation Area.The land is 
shown on the 1842 map of the village as a clear land parcel. The area 
has been used over the years for village events such as fêtes (see image 
below). Attached to a Grade I Listed building the graveyard has historic 
significance as well as being a place of beauty.

Tranquility The graveyard is a peaceful and calm area in the heart of the Old Village. 
The land is largely unused and therefore retains a calm and tranquil 
atmosphere.

Wildlife As can be evidenced in the Green Infrastructure and Services Report the 
area is a haven for wildlife. Part of the site is within a SSSI.

Conculsion Designate as LGS
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Map of the proposed LGS 
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Aerial View of the proposed LGS 
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Photographs of the site in use for village events 
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d.	 Parish Allotments 

Land owned by the Parish and used for community allotments. This site is a well used 

community asset which is a tranquil place; a place of social connectivity and contributes 

to local habitat and improved health and fitness.  

0.40ha 
NPPF assessment 1,2,5,6,7 

Close 
proximity

Yes. The site is easily accessible by residents.

Local in 
character 

Clearly defined area occupying 0.40ha.

Recreational 
value 

The HDC Sports, Open Space and Recreation Assessment makes it clear 
that there is a deficiency of allotment provision across the District. 
Allotments are a place of social connectivity and contribute to health and 
fitness. 

Tranquility The well being effects of gardening are well documented. Tranquillity is 
associated with feelings of calm and peace which are attributed to the 
benefits of gardening.

Wildlife The National Allotment Society states that the contribution of allotments 
to supporting wildlife is significant as they form good habitat and wildlife 
corridors. The owners of plot 9 have recorded, badgers, foxes, snakes, 
slow worms, bees and birds on the site.

Conclusion Designate as LGS
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Map of the proposed LGS 
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Photograph 
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e.	 Pond in Southlands Farm 

A natural pond teeming with wildlife that is a tranquil and beautiful area. There is no 

public access to the pond but the wildlife it attracts is viewed by many from the perimeter. 

Forms part of the biodiversity corridor.  

1.43ha  

NPPF assessment - 1,2,3,6,7 
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Close 
proximity

Yes. The site is on the eastern edge of the parish adjoining Southlands 
Lane.

Local in 
character 

Clearly defined area occupying 1.43ha

Beauty The pond is a very pleasing spot to observe wildlife.

Tranquility The evidence for this lies in the large number of birds that can be 
observed at most times of the day. A very calm place.

Wildlife Sitings on this site made by a member of the Sussex Ornithological 
Society include 12 Mallards, two Teal, two Shoveler and several 
Moorhens. At the time he saw no evidence of Snipe, however the farmer 
said that he had seen upwards of 50 from his house. He suggested that 
the hedge should be cut back to allow good visibility from the road.

Conclusion Designate as LGS



Map of the proposed LGS 
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Aerial view of the site 

Photo of the pond taken from Southlands Lane 
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5. Rejected sites  

f.	 Woods by Little Haglands 

Area of woodland bounded by a public right of way, this area is a haven for roosting bats, 

some of which are rare, as well as bird and other wildlife. Forms part of the biodiversity 

corridor.  

1.46ha 

 

NPPF assessment 1,2,3,6,7 
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Close 
proximity

Yes. The site is adjacent to the area known as Smock Alley.

Local in 
character 

Clearly defined area occupying 1.46ha. There is no public right of way 
within the land but a footpath runs along the western edge giving good 
views into the site.  
The land has been in the same ownership for around 50 years with little 
disturbance. The woods stand on elevated ground approx. 11m higher 
than the road in Smock Alley and form an important landscape feature of 
the area. 
There is a woodland group TPO on the site.

Tranquility A place where deer and dormice exist. The site is overgrown and 
peaceful.

Wildlife An ecological appraisal  carried out by potential developers noted that 
the woods supported the following habitats - scattered trees, scrub, 
semi-improved grassland, waterbodies and broad leaved woodland. It 
further noted the presence of bats, badgers, palmate newts, common 
toad, common frog amongst other wildlife. The report noted the use of 
the woods for commuting and foraging bats. (source ACD Ecology - 
Ecological Appraisal for Castle Land & development January 2015).

Conclusion Following consultation the site was removed from the allocation as the 
landowner does not agree with the allocation.



Map of the proposed LGS 
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Photo of 
the 
bluebells in 
the wood 

Photo of 
the 
woodland 
edge 
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Aerial view of 
the site 
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g. 	 West Chiltington Recreation Ground

Recreation Ground attached to the Village Hall and Sports Pavilion. Well used by 

residents for sports such as football, cricket, croquet and tennis as well as dog walking. 

Clearly defined areas for sport and play. 

4.1ha 
 
NPPF assessment 1,2,5 
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Close 
proximity

Yes. The site is easily accessible on foot by residents in W Chiltington 
Common and by car for those in the Village.

Local in 
character 

Clearly defined area occupying 4.1ha. Abuts the edge of the 
Conservation Area.

Recreation 
value

Used by local people for children’s play and recreation. The sports field is 
used for football, cricket and tennis. The W Chiltington and Thakeham 
Cricket Club play home games at the site.

Wildlife As can be evidenced in the Green Infrastructure and Services Report the 
area has value as a haven for wildlife.

Conclusion The site is held in trust by Fields in Trust and it is felt that this is adequate 
protection.



Map of the rejected LGS 
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h. 	 Church Field

Land adjoining the graveyard. This land frames the Conservation Area, maintaining 

important views of the church. It is a clear land parcel shown on the 1842 Map of the 

Parish. 

1.48ha 1,2,3,4,6,7 

Close proximity Yes. The site is easily accessible by residents in W Chiltington 
village.

Local in character Clearly defined area occupying 1.48ha. Public right of way 
along the southern and Eastern boundaries.

Historic Significance The land lies within the West Chiltington Conservation 
Area.The land is shown on the 1842 map of the village as a 
clear land parcel. When seen in the context of the church and 
Conservation Area it is an important ‘frame’. The land has 
been used for village events such as Jubilee celebrations and 
village weddings.

Tranquility The graveyard is a peaceful and calm area in the heart of the 
Old Village. The land is largely unused and therefore retains a 
clam and tranquil atmosphere.

Wildlife As can be evidenced in the Green Infrastructure and Services 
Report the area is a haven for wildlife. Part of the site is within 
a SSSI.

Conclusion The land lies outside the Built Up Area boundary and within 
the Conservation Area. Policy 27 of the HDPF states that 
development will not be supported outside of the BUAB. It is 
therefore felt that the land has sufficient protection.
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Map of the rejected LGS - Area 2 on the map 
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Conclusion 
The total area put forward for designation is 21.14ha which represents 1.22% of the total 
parish area. The identified sites all represent areas important to the community, its history, 
biodiversity and environment. 
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